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What does practicing law mean to you personally and
professionally?
All my life, I have always been curious about how things work.
Additionally, I like languages, especially comparing grammar and
idioms. After I finished school in Germany, I started studying law,
but I noticed an oversupply of lawyers competing with me. So, I
switched to studying physics. My classmates were surprised by the
change of direction, but for me it was merely a different aspect
of my interests. After I graduated, I saw a newspaper classified
ad offering a position as a patent engineer. I knew I would like it
because it combined both technology and language in addition to
law. I applied and got the job, and that was the beginning.
I like it that my work is not emotionally charged. Most of my clients
are corporations of various sizes, whose value grows with the
patents I obtain for them. I get ample opportunity to apply my
thinking skills and to provide creative solutions. But I am glad that
nobody’s personal life is immediately affected by my actions.
What do you consider your biggest professional
accomplishment and why?
My biggest accomplishment is that I have been able to pass
qualifying exams before patent offices on two continents (EPO
1996, USPTO 1998) despite being the sole parent of a young child
at the time.
Describe the biggest challenge you’ve had to face in your
legal career.
The biggest challenges always arose out of the necessity to
be father, mother and breadwinner all at once. While working
full-time and being solely responsible for my daughter and our
household, I attended law school part-time. Every week, I set
aside two hours of personal time on Saturdays, 7 to 9 p.m. All
other wake time, including my vacation time, was taken by my
many responsibilities. Thanks to trimesters at Cooley, I was able
to finish law school in three years, be accepted into Law Review
and graduate magna cum laude.
You travel back in time to law school, and you find your law
school self sitting in the library. Knowing what you know now,
what advice would you give to yourself?
Asking knowledgeable people is not a sign of weakness and is
much quicker than trying to figure things out on your own.

Nattler focuses her intellectual property
law practice on patent prosecution and IP
portfolio management, with an emphasis
on mechanics, electronics, hydraulics and
computerized processes. She is active
in several practice groups at her firm,
including International Patent, International
Trademark, Licensing, Patent Prosecution
and Trade Secrets. Before joining Brinks,
she served as manager of North American
patents and licenses for Continental
Automotive Systems in Auburn Hills.
How will the legal profession change in the next 10 years?
Ten years are a short time, and artificial intelligence will not be
fully functional, especially in specialty areas of the law. But it will
help make legal advice more affordable. There will definitely be
much less paper and more electronic communication.
How would you describe yourself in one word?
Alert
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