
NANOTECHNOLOGY

NO SMALL IDEAS.



NEW DIMENSIONS 

Carbon nanotubes. Molecular engineering. Mechano-
chemistry. Decades after Dr. Feynman’s famous ques-
tion, the world is learning the answer. The emerging 
science of nanotechnology—working as it does at the 
atomic level—offers sweeping changes and apparently 
limitless possibilities in medicine, biology, chemistry, 
materials science, electronics, communications, and 
other disciplines. 

As new breakthroughs move from the laboratory to the 
mainstream, many ideas will become the foundation for 
significant and successful commercial enterprises. But 
this can only happen if the underlying intellectual prop-
erty is secure. As the scientific boundaries expand, so do 
the legal issues. 

Nanotechnology requires legal support not only in pre-
paring and prosecuting patent applications and enforc-
ing intellectual property rights, but in many real-world 
business issues as well, such as drafting licensing agree-
ments among inventors, institutions, and corporations. 

Protecting Your Intellectual Property Rights
It is here that the deep experience and extensive resourc-
es of Brinks Gilson & Lione can work to your long-
term advantage. Brinks is one of the largest intellectual 
property law firms in the United States, and we have 
developed a multi-disciplinary nanotechnology group 
that brings together the diverse talents of lawyers and 
scientific advisors to address the unique issues that this 
complex field presents.

Brinks has almost 100 years of experience in obtain-
ing intellectual property protection for innovations in 
a broad array of disciplines, including in biotechnology, 
chemistry, electronics and communications, manufac-
turing, materials sciences, and pharmaceuticals. We 
understand the unique nature of innovations in nano-
technology and are well qualified to help clients protect 
their inventions. 

Brinks has represented clients in a wide range of intel-
lectual property matters. We have litigated landmark 
cases before the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Federal Circuit, and regional federal dis-
trict courts. Our lawyers assume leadership roles in pro-
fessional organizations that promote nanotechnology, 
participate and present at seminars on nanotechnology 
and intellectual property issues, and sponsor events that 
educate the legal and business communities on nano-
technology and intellectual property law.

“ What would happen if we could arrange  
the atoms one by one?”

Richard Feynman
Nobel Prize-winning physicist, in 1959



PROVEN SOLUTIONS

Patent Prosecution
Our patent attorneys are experienced in preparing and 
prosecuting nanotechnology patent applications. We 
have represented clients focusing solely on nanotech-
nology inventions and others who use such technology 
applications to improve established products and ser-
vices. Recent examples include:

n  U.S. Pat. No. 8,486,843: Method of forming nanoscale  
three-dimensional patterns in a porous material, Issued  
July 16, 2013

n  U.S. Pat. No. 8,206,824: Particle-rod nanostructures,  
Issued June 26, 2012

n  U.S. Pat. No. 8,094,378: Planar lens, Issued  
January 10, 2012

n  U.S. Pat. No. 2011-0287218: Energy absorbing  
material (pending)

n  U.S. Pat. No. 7,837,944: Device for separating and concen-
trating microfluidic particles, Issued November 23, 2010

n  U.S. Pat. No. 7,799,707: Method of forming gated,  
self-aligned micro-structures and nanostructures,  
Issued September 21, 2010

n  U.S. Pat. No. 7,709,054: Particle-rod nanostructures and 
method of forming same by spin coating, Issued May 4, 2010

n  U.S. Pat. No. 7,402,445: Method of forming microstructures 
and nanostructures, Issued July 22, 2008

n  U.S. Pat. No. 6,469,073: System and method of  
delaminating a layered silicate material by supercritical  
fluid treatment, Issued October 22, 2002

We also work with clients to strategically develop their 
intellectual property portfolios.

Interferences
Given nanotechnology’s rapid pace of innovation, dis-
putes will occur over who first invented. These disputes 
are most often resolved in interference proceedings in 
the United States Patent and Trademark Office. Brinks 
has a dedicated interference group with the experience 
to navigate the complexities of interference law.

Litigation
In the complex, fast-paced, and competitive world of 
nanotechnology, challenges to intellectual property 
rights are inevitable. The nanotechnology group is 
prepared to meet these challenges as they occur. Our 
experience provides a decisive advantage in high-stakes 
intellectual property litigation. For clients ranging from 
start-ups to Fortune 100 companies, we vigorously en-
force and defend intellectual property rights.

Licensing
New discoveries and innovations frequently require li-
censing agreements involving individuals, inventors, 
universities, manufacturers, and other business entities. 
Our lawyers prepare and negotiate licenses that turn our 
clients’ innovative ideas into great financial opportuni-
ties, while safeguarding their underlying intellectual 
property rights.

Need more information?
To learn more about our legal services to companies 
in the nanotechnology sector, please call us at (866) 
222-0112.
 

We can help you prosecute patents, defend 
your assets, and realize their value. 
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