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“You get the best

out of lawyers

when you work

side-by-side with

them and learn

what buttons to

push to make

them passionate

about their

work. That’s

leadership.”
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L awrence “L.G.” Almeda grew
up believing he’d be a
scientist. He was good at

math and science in school. His father
was a doctor, and it was always
understood in the family that he was
going to go to college, and do well.

And he did.

But a couple of years after he
graduated from Purdue and started
working as a chemical engineer, he
took stock of his life and his career,
and came to the conclusion that
what really made him tick, what
really motivated him, was “fairness,
equity and equality,” Almeda said.
“And science.”

So he left his job and his apartment
in Chicago, returned to Michigan,
moved in with his parents (a decision
driven by a desire to avoid graduating
with debt), and went to law school.
Immediately after finishing law
school, he earned his LL.M at The
John Marshall Law School, and then
went to work at Brinks Hofer Gilson
& Lione, when it opened its Ann
Arbor office in 2001.

He quickly established himself as a
leader in nanotechnology intellectual
property protection, and today chairs
the nanotech practice for the firm.

“You get the best out of lawyers when
you work side-by-side with them and

learn what buttons to push to make
them passionate about their work,”
Almeda said. “That’s leadership.

“In every way, when I was an
associate I worked with [shareholder
James P. Naughton]. He had
confidence in me, which made me
more confident, and made me better
at my job. He gave me responsibility
and trust and I responded.”

As chair of the practice group, Almeda
guides an elite group of attorneys,
many with advanced degrees in
chemistry, biology and engineering,
who crosscut fields of science,
technology and manufacturing.

The group helps clients create,
protect and commercialize their
innovations. He also focuses on patent
opinions and prosecution in the
medical, chemical and mechanical
arts. His practice has an emphasis on
medical devices, nanomaterials,
micro- and nano-devices, petroleum
and chemical processes, polymers, f
uel cells, hybrid engines and
polycarbonate glazing systems.

The work is exciting to the “science
guy” in Almeda. But he also is driven
to work in those areas that drew him
to the law in the first place —
fairness and justice.

When Almeda’s first son was born
in 2002, he knew he had to make
the world around him a better place,

and he got involved in cultural issues
and organizations. He’s since become
a leader in Michigan’s Asian-
American community.

He was a federally appointed
member and chairman of the State
Advisory Committee of the U.S.
Commission on Civil Rights, and is a
board member and immediate past
president of American Citizens for
Justice. That group formed after the
1982 beating death of Vincent Chin,
who was killed by two out-of-work
auto workers who blamed Asian
people for their employment troubles.

In 2008 he was appointed to the
Asian Pacific American Affairs
Commission for the State of Michigan
by Gov. Jennifer M. Granholm. He
serves on the executive board of the
commission as secretary.

Almeda is a past member of the
Governor’s Advisory Council on
Asian Pacific American Affairs,
assistant regional governor of the
Central Region for the National
Asian Pacific American Bar
Association and a past president
of the Michigan Asian Pacific
American Bar Association.

“I had to pave the way,” Almeda said.
“My priorities changed and I became
focused on the world around me, and
how my sons would grow up in it.”
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