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s the first intellectual prop-
erty law firm in Chicago to
establish a formal pro bono
program, Brinks Hofer Gilson

& Lione is a trailblazer in pro bono work.
Brinks recognizes that the firm and its
attorneys have a professional responsibil-
ity to contribute their time, skills and other
resources to provide services in the public
interest. Service to persons of limited
means is the essence of pro bono, which is
why many Brinks attorneys volunteer to
represent pro bono clients. For much of
the last three decades, Brinks attorneys
have worked frequently and closely with
Lawyers for the Creative Arts to assist
artists and arts organizations with protect-
ing their creative works.

For example, Brinks attorneys have
defended a performing artist confronted
with a temporary restraining order motion
based on unfounded allegations of com-
mon law trademark rights and successfully
obtained summary judgment on those alle-
gations. Brinks attorneys have
successfully represented a non-profit
dance organization in enforcing its trade-
mark rights against a for-profit dance
company that started using a confusingly
similar name in the same neighborhood.
Brinks attorneys also have negotiated the
transfer of Internet domain names confus-
ingly similar to the name of a non-profit
client devoted to providing public televi-
sion programming. Other examples
include Brinks attorneys who have negoti-
ated a wide range of agreements

concerning copyright ownership and distri-
bution rights on behalf of low income
recording artists.

As well as handling transactional and liti-
gation-oriented intellectual property
related matters, Brinks attorneys fre-
quently provide a broad range of pro bono
legal services in other areas, such as evic-
tion proceedings, asylum hearings,
criminal misdemeanor defense trials, envi-
ronmental law counseling, veterans’
affairs proceedings and special education
negotiations, among other matters. A
majority of Brinks attorneys participate in
one or more pro bono matters annually.

In addition to providing direct services to
pro bono clients, Brinks also contributes
leadership to pro bono initiatives and
organizations in Chicago. For example,
Jerome Gilson and Brad Lane are Directors
of the Public Interest Law Initiative and
William Frankel is an Immediate Past
President of Lawyers for the Creative Arts.

Brinks Hofer Gilson & Lione is honored to

receive this year’s Lawyers for the Creative
Arts law firm award in recognition of the
firm’s demonstrated commitment to
assisting the underserved. The firm is
proud to join so many others in the legal
profession in affirming this commitment
and, in so doing, upholding the idea that
by committing to serve those of limited
means, its attorneys are indeed making a
difference in our community.

Founded in 1917, Brinks Hofer Gilson &
Lione is one of the largest intellectual
property law firms in the United States.
With more than 180 attorneys nationwide,
supported by a full complement of scien-
tific advisors, patent agents, paralegals,
and service-oriented staff, the firm spe-
cializes in intellectual property litigation
and all aspects of patent law, trademark
law, copyright law, trade secret law, unfair
competition law, intellectual asset man-
agement and technology and licensing
agreements. Brinks is consistently ranked
by various highly regarded publications as
the #1 IP firm in Chicago and the Midwest.
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Brinks attorneys have worked
frequently and closely with
LCA to assist artists and arts
organizations with protecting
their creative works.


